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POST TEATRO
Anna Bandettini

11 NOV 2022

Mail StampaTweet

Da tempo anche il mondo del teatro riflette sulle questioni di genere e il festival

dell’Eccellenza al Femminile / Next Generation Women, in corso fino all’11 dicembre a

Genova, è uno dei luoghi più accreditati. L’edizione di quest’anno, in collaborazione con il

Teatro Nazionale di Genova, si intitola "Icone" in riferimento, come dice la direttrice artistica

Consuelo Barilari, ad artiste che “hanno sfidato le convenzioni, stabilendo primati e

modificando la Storia”.

Il festival entra il 14 e 15 con Eros, in mezzo alla vita c’è la morte, un nuovo lavoro della

regista greca Elli Papakostantinou, un’opera di teatro e musica sul "Simposio" di Platone che

ha unito in una elaborazione comune artisti greci e un gruppo musicale ucraino cheta vissuto

l’invasione della Russia al loro paese.

Tra le altre presentazioni del festival, il 18 novembre c'è Viola Graziosi diretta da Giuseppe

Dipasquale con la Clitemnestra riscritta da Luciano Violante. Il 19 Pamela Villoresi in La

musica dell’anima - Ritratto di Eleonora Duse tra le note della sua epoca, accompagnata

dalla musica dal vivo di Marco Scolastra. Il 23/24, è attesa una produzione del festival,

Souvenir de Kikì, tratto da “Diario di una modella” di Kikì di Montparnasse, artista versatile, al

fianco di artisti come Picasso, Modigliani, Cocteau, Soutine, Fujita, Man Ray, di cui sarà

protagonista Manuela Kustermann con la regia della direttrice del festival Consuelo Barilari.

Tra gli altri appuntamenti, il 25/26 Galatea Ranzi porta in scena In nome della madre di Erri

de Luca, diretta da Gianluca Barbadori e per la chiusura il 10/11 dicembre, Camille Claudel,

di Dacia Maraini con Mariangela D’Abbraccio e ancora la regia di Consuelo Barilari.

Il 10 dicembre il festival prevede anche la consegna del Premio Iapazia ,anticipato il 28

novembre dal convegno "La Voce delle Donne / La parità di Genere nello spettacolo dal

vivo".

Condividi:
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OPINIONI

Le ultime notizie sulla guerra in Ucraina, in diretta

La scienziata Ipazia
e le donne di oggi

di Dacia Maraini| 12 dicembre 2022

È stata la prima scienziata a teorizzare qualcosa di inaudito per l’epoca, V secolo D.C., ovvero che la Terra non è il centro
dell’universo ma un pianeta che gira intorno al sole in un universo pieno di altri pianeti
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Sono a Genova per ricevere un premio che prende il nome da una grande scienziata:
Ipazia di Alessandria. Trovo i genovesi accoglienti e generosi, preoccupati come me di
quello che sta accadendo in Iran e in Ucraina. Ma la cosa che inquieta è che a quasi
duemila anni di lontananza ancora ci siano donne che subiscono quello che ha subito
Ipazia per la semplice ragione che hanno pensato con la propria testa, hanno voluto
studiare, indagare e opporsi al totalitarismo. Sono contenta che il premio dia
l’occasione per ricordarla. Per chi non sapesse, Ipazia era una astronoma greca che
abitava nella colonia romana d’Egitto e precisamente ad Alessandria. Siamo nel
quinto secolo D.C. e l’impero romano che domina il mondo, ha deciso da poco di
adottare la religione cristiana. Ma Ipazia non era credente. Era una donna colta, figlia

disegno di Beppe Giacobbe
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di un grande filosofo,Teone che l’ha introdotta, bambina, ai rudimenti della scienza.
La troviamo in piazza che insegna ai giovani , frequenta la grande e preziosa
biblioteca della sua città e passa il tempo libero a osservare le stelle. È a lei che
dobbiamo l’invenzione dell’astrolabio e dell’idroscopio, strumenti sperimentali per lo
studio matematico del firmamento.

È la prima scienziata che teorizza qualcosa di inaudito per l’epoca: ovvero che la Terra
non è il centro dell’universo ma un pianeta che gira intorno al sole in un universo
pieno di altri pianeti. Questo la rende sospetta e presto cominciano le persecuzioni da
parte degli integralisti, soprattutto dei sostenitori del vescovo Cirillo che aspirava al
governo assoluto della città, al posto del questore romano Oreste . E un giorno che la
giovane parlava di stelle davanti a un pubblico di studenti, viene caricata su un carro
dal gruppo dei Parabolani, (setta di fanatici cristiani), strangolata e fatta a pezzi.
Sembra che ancora in vita le abbiano cavato gli occhi perché il suo sguardo si era
posato eretico sull’universo. Oggi, nel 2022 i fanatici religiosi iraniani, in nome di un
Dio geloso e punitivo,arrestano, frustano e sparano a volto e genitali delle donne che
pretendono, come Ipazia, di rivendicare una libertà di studio e di pensiero, non
ammesso dalla gerarchia ecclesiale. Cosa se ne ricava? Che la fede è un meraviglioso
atto d’amore, ma va tenuta assolutamente separata dal potere costituito. Quando si
pretende di imporla, decidendo non solo i comportamenti ma perfino i pensieri e le
parole delle persone, soprattutto donne, si cade nell’odio e nella brutalità.
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In ancient Greece the great playwrights helped to plant and nurture the seeds of representative government
through their characters and plots.

By David Belcher

Oct. 6, 2022, 5:00 a.m. ET

This article is from a special report on the Athens Democracy Forum, which concluded last week in the Greek capital.

In the Sophocles play “Antigone,” King Creon, after ordering the execution of his niece for betraying him, asks, “Am I

to rule for others, or myself?”

Haemon, Creon’s son and Antigone’s lover, in his shock and grief, replies, “A State for one man is no State at all.”

This simple exchange, written around 441 B.C., demonstrates how one character came to challenge the autocracy of

another in early Greek theater, and how Sophocles, Aeschylus and Euripides nurtured the idea of fairness and

representation for all during the brief two centuries of Athenian democracy.

Their plays, among the 32 that survive from what are thought to be thousands from this era among many writers, are

the earliest representations of how democracy helped change Western civilization.

For Early Democracy, Theater Was a Catalyst

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/10/06/world/europe/greece-democracy-theater.html

https://www.nytimes.com/by/david-belcher
https://www.nytimes.com/spotlight/world-review-democracy
https://www.history.com/topics/ancient-greece/ancient-greece-democracy
https://www.nytimes.com/
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The idea of democracy was nurtured in the outdoor amphitheaters that dotted the hillsides throughout the many city-

states of ancient Greece. But whereas Athenian democracy ended, as did the writings of these three tragedians and

famous comic writers like Aristophanes, the seeds were planted, and these works rarely went out of favor in the

following centuries and were said to have been quoted regularly, even among the tyrants who crushed Athens,

including Alexander the Great.

“The people of ancient Athens really understood the importance of theater as a shaper of the mind and soul,” said

Katerina Evangelatos, the artistic director of the annual Athens Epidaurus Festival of music and theater, which

completed its season Sept. 10 at an open-air amphitheater at the foot of the Acropolis.

“Comedies were of high importance because they criticized high-standing people in Athens, which really took

democracy a step forward. This kind of criticism was not only allowed, it was expected.”

The genesis of theater, like most everything in ancient Greece, was under the auspices of the Gods. Dionysus was the

god closely associated with theater, as well as wine and revelry, and many historians believe theater evolved from the

choral songs that honored him.

Theater had become a way to unite the warring factions of ancient Greece — the very same divisions that would

undo democracy in Athens after Sparta, with its Persian allies, conquered Athens in the Peloponnesian War in the

fifth century B.C.

But is theater a democratic invention? Scholars have debated it for centuries. Many believe Greek tragedies were

highly politicized and written for the very issue of debate. But it was also a commercial undertaking. The three great

Greek tragedians competed for prizes and popularity at the annual Dionysia Festival at the Theatre of Dionysus at

the foot of the Acropolis, which is no longer used given its fragile state (the nearby Odeon of Herodes Atticus, built in

the second century A.D. after the Romans invaded, is one of the main venues of the Athens-Epidaurus Festival).

https://operawire.com/katerina-evangelatos-to-direct-unique-new-production-of-rigoletto-for-greek-national-opera/
https://aefestival.gr/?lang=en
https://www.thisisathens.org/antiquities/odeon-herodes-atticus
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Greek theater evolved as democracy evolved, with women and slaves eventually being allowed to attend

performances, and admission was often free for those who could not afford it. And the famous Greek chorus became

the voice of interpretation and commentary to the story playing out onstage with plot lines of gods mingling with

their mortal counterparts, all of them often flawed and vulnerable.

Theater evolved as democracy evolved. A scene from the play “Antigone” by
Sophokles performed in Berlin in 1899. Georg August Busse/ullstein bild via Getty Images
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“The playwrights took on the eternal questions of life, ethics, war, peace, wealth, even women’s issues,” said Ms.

Evangelatos, who is also a theater and opera director. “It’s a pity we have so few texts left. These texts and the ideas

behind them are a lighthouse for us. They’re always there to remind us of how democracy evolved.”

Some in the contemporary world of Greek theater note the relevance of those ideas today. Elli Papakonstantinou, a

director and activist known for her avant-garde interpretations of ancient Greek plays, recently staged “Eros,” a

staged multimedia version of “Symposium” by Plato. But real life and theater combined in a way she never could

have imagined.

Six Ukrainian musicians had been chosen to join an international cast in late 2021 when “Eros” was conceived. But

they were unable to leave their country when war with Russia broke out in February.

Then one night in April, she received a phone call that the musicians and two colleagues had fled Ukraine and were

driving through Hungary on their way to Athens. They joined the cast of “Eros,” which premiered in Rotterdam in

May and was staged in Athens in June, and will tour to the Acco Festival of Alternative Israeli Theater in Israel in

October, then to Genoa, Italy, before embarking on an international tour (dates and countries to be determined).

But the journey that “Eros” has taken, with its series of monologues honoring the God of love against the backdrop of

an uncertain world, became a moment of art imitating life.

“They escaped the war, and their journey became a physical testimony to what we were portraying onstage,” Ms.

Evangelatos said. “I’ve never experienced anything quite like this.”

The experience, she said, felt like it mirrored how tenuous life must have been for ancient Athenians as they grappled

with the ever-present threat of war and the risk of losing their democracy.

https://elli.site/
https://www.accofestival.co.il/?language=eng
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“Humanity always needs to remember the possibility of war to appreciate peace, because the structure was there for

the different tribes of Athens to coexist harmoniously, but it was very brief,” Ms. Papakonstantinou said. “Sophocles’

plays, for example, are all about the fear of civil war. The threat was always there, even though it was a democracy.

Not unlike what the Ukrainians are experiencing now.”

Ms. Papakonstantinou said that despite the parallels between the present day and ancient Greek democracy, what’s

changed is the way it is expressed. Ancient Greek theaters were physical spaces where debate and activism were

nurtured, but the democratic process has shifted in the past two decades, she said.

“We have real freedoms in the West, but many of our liberties now exclude the physicality of the community because

we are now all living inside the internet,” she said. “We no longer gather in physical squares. We use the word

democracy, but what is it? It’s a meta democracy.”

But in whatever way democracy evolved over the centuries, its theater roots some 2,500 years ago show the full

spectrum of how it — and theater — continues to influence the world.

“Playwrights like Aristophanes were there to make fun of the rulers but also to make our hearts bleed about the

tragedy of humankind,” Ms. Evangelatos said. “They were criticizing people and shaping human thought at the same

time. That is democracy at work.”

A version of this article appears in print on , Section S, Page 7 in The New York Times International Edition
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